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INTRODUCTION

John 1 ends with Jesus promising that His followers will see greater things. John 
2 lets them begin to see. At a wedding, He quietly turns water into wine. In 
Jerusalem, He interrupts business in the temple. One scene is joyful and nearly 
private. The other is public and unsettling. Both invite us to meet Jesus as He 
actually is, beyond the version we expected.

This chapter is short enough to read aloud together. We will stay with two 
scenes, then ask what they reveal about trust, worship, and the way Jesus makes 
Himself known.



THE LENS

Firsthand faith lets Jesus reveal His character through His actions. We can bring 
Him our needs and questions without insisting that He act on our schedule or 
pt our assum�tions.



THE CENTRAL QUESTION

Where am I asking Jesus to meet my expectations instead of paying attention to 
what He is revealing?



KEY TRUTH

Jesus brings abundant life and makes room for real encounter with God. Both 
gifts may challenge the way we thought things were supposed to work.



TEACHING FLOW

1. Jesus Is Present at an Ordinary Celebration

John 2:1–2 AMP

John places Jesus at a wedding with His mother and disciples. His ,rst sign will 
happen amid guestsf Foodf and a practical concern. xirsthand Faith grows in 
ordinary liFe as well as in ekplicitly religious places. IF we only loov For Jesus in a 
worship serDicef we may miss His presence at the table.

’eeper Insight

John does not begin JesusG signs with a public lecture. He begins with a shared 
human celebration.

Nold 3ugget

A real encounter with Jesus can begin in the middle oF an ordinary day.

2. Mary 3ames the 3eed

John 2:W AMP

Shen the wine runs outf Mary tells Jesus. Rhe does not ekplain what He must do. 
3aming a need is di“erent From scripting an outcome. Se can bring an honest 
concern to Jesus without pretending we vnow the only FaithFul response to it.

’eeper Insight

Tunning out oF wine would matter to the hosts and their guests. Jesus does not 
dismiss the human scale oF this problem.
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Nold 3ugget

Prayer can start with a truthFul report: ”4his is what has happened.B

W. Jesus Is 3ot Tuled by Our 4iming

John 2:U AMP

JesusG reply introduces His ”hourfB a theme John will deDelop across the Nospel. 
Mary can bring the needf but she cannot determine His purpose or timetable. 
xirsthand Faith must allow Jesus to be more than a reliable way to secure the 
response we already imagined.

’eeper Insight

4he scene holds two truths at once: this wedding mattersf and JesusG larger 
mission goDerns His actions.

Nold 3ugget

4rust giDes Jesus room to answer on His terms.

U. 4he RerDants Act 5eFore 4hey 8nderstand

John 2:-–j AMP

Mary tells the serDants to Follow JesusG instructions. He has them ,ll sik stone waK
ter 9ars and tave some to the headwaiter. 4hey haDe no adDance ekplanation oF 
how water will help. 4heir participation is concrete: ,llf drawf carry. Rometimes 
understanding Follows a small response rather than preceding it.

’eeper Insight

4he 9ars are identi,ed as being used For Jewish puri,cation. John inDites attention 
to this detail without saying Jewish worship itselF was worthless.

Nold 3ugget

4hey did what He said with what was already there.

-. 4he RerDants 0now the Rource
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John 2:6–1; AMP

4he headwaiter tastes ekcellent wine but does not vnow where it came From. 
4he serDants do. 4wo people can en9oy the same result while vnowing di“erent 
amounts about its story. 5eing close enough to notice JesusG worv may matter 
more than being the most Disible person in the room.

’eeper Insight

4he serDants do not create the sign. 4hey witness it From nearby through their 
part in the scene.

Nold 3ugget

4he people carrying the wine vnow something the guest tasting it cannot see.

7. A Rign TeDeals More 4han a Rolution

John 2:11–12 AMP

John calls Cana JesusG ,rst sign. It reDeals His gloryf and the disciples belieDe in 
Him. 4he abundance is a giFt to the weddingf but the sign also directs attention 
to Jesus. xirsthand Faith receiDes what He giDes and asvs what the giFt reDeals 
about Him.

’eeper Insight

John says the disciples belieDedZ he does not claim they understood eDerything 
Jesus would later do.

Nold 3ugget

A sign is an inDitation to vnow the NiDer.

z. Jesus Interrupts a xamiliar Arrangement

John 2:1W–17 AMP

At PassoDerf Jesus enters the temple and driDes out sellers and money changers. 
He speavs oF His xatherGs house. 4he scene is unsettling aFter Canaf yet both 
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reDeal His concern For what belongs to the xather. His presence may disrupt 
arrangements that we haDe learned to regard as normal.

’eeper Insight

John does not speciFy eDery sellerGs motiDe. 4he tekt centers on JesusG action and 
His claim about the house.

Nold 3ugget

xamiliarity is not prooF that a practice serDes its purpose.

j. Leal Is Connected to Telationship

John 2:1z AMP

4he disciples remember Rcripture about qeal For NodGs house. JesusG concern 
is rooted in His relationship with the xatherf not merely His dislive oF a busy 
marvetplace. xirsthand Faith asvs whether our own actiDity maves room For 
people to attend to Nod.

’eeper Insight

Jesus is a Jewish man at a Jewish FestiDal. 4his scene calls us to ekamine worshipf 
not to direct anger toward Jewish people.

Nold 3ugget

DoDe For the xather shapes what Jesus reFuses to ignore.

6. His Sords 5ecome Clear Dater

John 2:1j–22 AMP

Asved For a signf Jesus speavs oF a temple destroyed and raised in three days. 
His listeners thinv oF the buildingZ John says He means His body. AFter the 
resurrectionf the disciples remember and belieDe. 4hey heard Him ,rsthand 
yet needed time to understand. A real encounter can be Followed by years oF 
growing clarity.

’eeper Insight



WHEN ENCOUNTER CHANGES WHAT WE EXPECT 9

John lets the reader see two meanings in the same ekchange. 4he disciplesG later 
remembrance is part oF their Formation.

Nold 3ugget

3ot understanding yet does not mean nothing happened.

1;. Jesus 0nows Shat Is in 8s

John 2:2W–2- AMP

Many belieDe when they see JesusG signs in Jerusalemf but John says Jesus vnows 
people and does not entrust HimselF to them. 4he passage leaDes us with a 
Euestion about the depth oF belieF Formed by amaqement alone. Jesus inDites 
us beyond Fascination with what He can do toward lasting relationship with who 
He is.

’eeper Insight

John does not asv us to despise signs. He asvs us to veep Following the Person 
they reDeal.

Nold 3ugget

Sonder may open the doorZ relationship asvs us to stay.



WHAT JOHN 2 IS REALLY DOING

At Cana, a need is brought to Jesus, the servants act on His word, and the 
disciples see His glory. At the temple, Jesus interrupts what He knds and speafs 
words the disciples will understand aBter His resurrection. Foth scenes asf us 
to attend to the person oB Jesus. His generosity and His correction reveal a liBe 
with the xather that our e!pectations cannot contain.



DISCUSSION AND DEEP ACTIVATION

Choose the questions that serve the group. Invite a concrete answer and give 
people time to think before moving on.

1. Mary names a problem and then makes room for Jesus to speak. Where 
do I need to bring a real concern without scripting the outcome?

2. The servants know where the wine came from. When has taking a small 
step in response to Jesus helped me recognize His work more clearly?

3. When Jesus disrupts the temple, what does His concern for the Father’s 
house stir in me about our worship or my own habits?

4. What word or action of Jesus became clearer to me only later? How did 
that change the way I trust Him?



FINAL THOUGHT

At Cana, the servants know something the guests do not. At the temple, even 
the disciples need time to understand. Firsthand faith leaves room for both 
experiences: moments when we can say, “I saw what He did,” and moments 
when we must keep His words close until their meaning becomes clearer. In 
each, the invitation is to stay attentive to Jesus.


