LIVING FROM THE REALITY OF
KINGDOM RESURRECTION

JOHN HIMMELBERGER






—_—

. Intro

Focus

Key Truth

Teaching Flow

What Mark 16 Is Really Doing
Immature Life

Mature Life

Deep Activation

v o N o U kA W N

Declaration

10. Final Thought

CONTENTS

v b~ W

24
26
27
28
30
32






INTRO

Mark 1 revealed the Kingdom had arrived.
Mark 2 revealed forgiveness.

Mark 3 revealed alignment.

Mark 4 revealed trust.

Mark 5 revealed freedom.

Mark 6 revealed provision.

Mark 7 revealed the transformed heart.
Mark 8 revealed Kingdom perspective.
Mark 9 revealed Kingdom glory.

Mark 10 revealed Kingdom surrender.
Mark 11 revealed Kingdom fruitfulness.
Mark 12 revealed Kingdom belonging.
Mark 13 revealed Kingdom endurance.
Mark 14 revealed Kingdom faithfulness.
Mark 15 revealed Kingdom victory.

But one final question remains.
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What happens after everything appears to be over?

What happens when the stone has been placed?

When hope has been buried?

When the disciples have scattered?

When the women come carrying spices for a body?

When nobody expects resurrection?

Mark 16 does not begin with confident believers waiting outside the tomb.
It begins with grieving people preparing to honor the dead.

They love Jesus.

But they are still living as though death has written the final sentence.
Then they arrive and discover something none of them expected.
The stone has already been moved.

The tomb is empty.

Jesus is alive.

Mark 16 reveals that Kingdom maturity is learning to live from resurrection
reality, especially when visible circumstances have trained us to expect only
death.



Focus

Mark 16 reveals that Kingdom maturity grows when the resurrection becomes
more than something we believe happened to Jesus and becomes the reality
from which we live.



Key TRUTH

The resurrection is not merely the conclusion of Jesus' story.

It is the beginning of a new creation in which death no longer has the final word.



TEACHING FLOW

1. Love Keeps Moving Even When Hope Is Confused

Mark 16:1-3

The Sabbath ends.

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome purchase spices.
Early on the first day of the week, they travel toward the tomb.

They are not expecting resurrection.

They are expecting a body.

Their plans are shaped by what they saw happen.

Jesus died.

Joseph placed Him in the tomb.

A stone was rolled against the entrance.

As the women walk, they ask one another:

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?”
They do not know how they will get inside.

But they keep walking.

Truth
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Kingdom maturity continues moving toward Jesus even when it does not under-
stand what God is doing.

Deeper Insight

The women are carrying spices for a dead Jesus.

Their understanding is incomplete.

Their expectations are too small.

Their theology has not yet caught up with what Jesus repeatedly told them.
Yet their love keeps them moving.

This matters.

Sometimes we imagine that God only works through people who understand
everything correctly.

But these women do not understand resurrection yet.

They are grieving.

They are confused.

They are preparing for the wrong outcome.

Still, they move toward Jesus.

They do not allow an unanswered question to stop their obedience.
“Who will roll away the stone?”

They have no answer.

But they continue walking.

Faith is not always confidence about what will happen next.

Sometimes faith is simply continuing toward Jesus with the understanding we
currently possess.
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God is able to meet us on the road between sincere devotion and fuller revela-
tion.

Gold Nugget

You do not need every question answered before you take your next faithful
step toward Jesus.

2. The Stone Is Already Moved

Mark 16:3-4

The women approach the tomb discussing the obstacle in front of them.
The stone is large.

They know they cannot move it themselves.

But when they look up, they discover that the stone has already been rolled
away.

The obstacle occupying their conversation has already been addressed.
Truth

Kingdom maturity recognizes that God may already be working beyond what we
can presently see.

Deeper Insight

The women spend part of their journey worrying about a stone that will not be
in their way when they arrive.

The concern is reasonable.

The obstacle is real.

The stone is large.

But their conversation is based upon old information.

They last saw the tomb when the stone was in place.
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They do not yet know what God has done since then.

We often do the same.

We imagine future conversations based upon present resistance.

We prepare ourselves for obstacles God may already be moving.

We assume tomorrow will be governed by the same conditions we see today.

But the women arrive to discover that heaven has been at work while they were
unable to see it.

The stone was not moved so Jesus could escape.
The risen Jesus did not need human assistance to leave the tomb.

The stone was moved so the witnesses could enter and see that He was no
longer there.

Sometimes God removes an obstacle because freedom has already occurred
and He wants us to see the evidence.

The women thought the stone stood between them and Jesus.
In reality, resurrection had already changed the entire situation.
Gold Nugget

The obstacle you are discussing may belong to a reality God has already
changed.

3. Do Not Look for the Living Among the Dead
Mark 16:5-6
The women enter the tomb.

Instead of finding the body of Jesus, they see a young man dressed in a white
robe.

They are amazed and alarmed.
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He tells them not to be afraid.

They are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.
But He has risen.

He is not there.

The place where His body had been laid is empty.

Truth

Kingdom maturity refuses to keep searching for Jesus within realities He has
already overcome.

Deeper Insight

The messenger acknowledges the crucifixion.
“You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.”
The resurrection does not deny the cross.

It does not pretend the suffering never happened.
Jesus truly suffered.

He truly died.

He truly entered the grave.

But He is no longer there.

The cross is real.

The tomb is real.

The grief is real.

But none of them represent the whole story.

This is the pattern of the Kingdom.

What we can see may be real without being final.
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The women have come to preserve what remains from yesterday.
God is inviting them to encounter what has begun today.

There are seasons when we continue returning to a tomb because it is the last
place we saw something we loved.

We revisit the failure.

The betrayal.

The loss.

The disappointment.

The version of life that ended.

But resurrection announces that Jesus is no longer confined to the place where
yesterday left Him.

The empty tomb does not erase what happened.
It reveals that what happened does not possess ultimate authority.
Gold Nugget

The resurrection does not deny the reality of death. It reveals that death is no
longer the deepest reality.

4. Resurrection Restores People Who Failed
Mark 16:7

The messenger gives the women an assignment:
“Go, tell His disciples and Peter.”

Jesus will go ahead of them into Galilee.

They will see Him there, just as He told them.

The disciples are included.
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Peter is named.

Truth

Kingdom maturity receives resurrection as restoration, not merely vindication.
Deeper Insight

Peter denied Jesus three times.

When pressure came, his courage collapsed.

The disciple who insisted he would never fall away could not even acknowledge
Jesus before a servant girl.

Peter’s final memory of the night may have been the sound of the rooster and
the realization of his own failure.

Now the first resurrection message contains his name.
“And Peter.”

Those two words carry extraordinary grace.

Jesus has not forgotten him.

Jesus has not discarded him.

Peter’s failure is not being ignored, but neither is it being allowed to define his
future.

The resurrection announces more than the defeat of physical death.

It reveals the defeat of everything that tries to permanently separate people
from the purposes of God.

Shame says:
“You failed. Stay hidden.”
Resurrection says:

“lesus is alive. Come meet Him.”
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The invitation to Galilee is significant.
Galilee is where much of their journey began.

Jesus is calling them back to the place of relationship, but they will not return as
the people they were before.

They will return having seen their weakness.

They will return having witnessed His faithfulness.

They will return to discover that their failure did not cancel His calling.
Gold Nugget

The risen Jesus knows the names of those who failed Him and still calls them
toward a future.

5. Resurrection Can Overwhelm Before It Comforts

Mark 16:8

The women leave the tomb trembling and astonished.

Fear has taken hold of them.

For a time, they say nothing to anyone because they are afraid.
This is not the composed response we might expect.

They have received the greatest news in history.

But the news is larger than their present ability to process it.
Truth

Kingdom maturity makes room for honest human responses while revelation is
becoming reality within us.

Deeper Insight

The women are not casually encouraged by the empty tomb.
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They are shaken.

Everything they believed about the situation has been overturned.
The dead are not supposed to rise.

Tombs are not supposed to open.

Crucifixion is not supposed to lead to victory.

They entered expecting to care for what was left behind.

They leave carrying an announcement that will change the world.

Sometimes we interpret fear, trembling, or confusion as proof that faith is
absent.

But transformation can be disorienting.

God may answer in a way that requires us to rebuild our understanding of what
is possible.

The women need time for the announcement to move from their ears into their
imagination.

Resurrection is not merely comforting.
It is disruptive.
It confronts every assumption we have made about what cannot change.

It announces that the boundaries we considered permanent are not permanent
to God.

Their initial fear is not the end of their story.

The message they momentarily struggle to carry will eventually be proclaimed
throughout the world.

Gold Nugget
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Sometimes revelation shakes us because the world has changed faster than our
expectations.

A Note About Mark 16:9-20

Many modern Bibles include a note explaining that some of the earliest manu-
scripts of Mark end at verse 8, while later manuscripts contain verses 9-20.

This should not be hidden or treated as a threat to faith.

The early ending leaves the reader standing before the empty tomb with the
same question confronting the women:

What will you do with the announcement that Jesus has risen?

The longer ending gathers together resurrection appearances, the disciples’
struggle to believe, the commission to proclaim the gospel, the ascension of
Jesus, and the continuing work of the Lord through His people.

These truths are also witnessed elsewhere in the New Testament.

We can acknowledge the manuscript question honestly while still receiving the
theological witness of the passage.

The central announcement remains unchanged:

Jesus was crucified.

The tomb is empty.

He has risen.

And His followers are sent into the world bearing that news.
6. Testimony Often Arrives Before Personal Sight

Mark 16:9-13

Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalene.

She goes and tells those who had been with Him.
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They are mourning and weeping.

When they hear that Jesus is alive and that Mary has seen Him, they do not
believe.

Jesus then appears in another form to two disciples walking in the country.
They return and tell the others.

Again, the testimony is not received.

Truth

Kingdom maturity learns to recognize God's activity even when it comes through
a witness we did not expect.

Deeper Insight

The disciples are surrounded by resurrection testimony while still living emo-
tionally inside the crucifixion.

They are mourning.

They are weeping.

Their grief is understandable.

But grief has become the lens through which they evaluate new information.
Mary tells them Jesus is alive.

They cannot receive it.

Two others confirm that Jesus has appeared.

They still do not believe.

Nothing is wrong with careful discernment.

Not every claim should be accepted without wisdom.

But disbelief can also become a shelter.
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If we refuse to hope, perhaps we will not be disappointed again.

If we reject the testimony, perhaps we will not have to risk trusting.
The disciples had heard Jesus speak about His resurrection.

Now they hear witnesses confirming it.

Still, they struggle.

Jesus does not abandon them in their struggle.

He continues revealing Himself.

The resurrection shows us that Jesus is more committed to making Himself
known than the disciples are capable of believing.

Gold Nugget

Our difficulty believing does not prevent the risen Jesus from continuing to
reveal Himself.

7. Jesus Confronts Unbelief Without Canceling Calling
Mark 16:14
Jesus appears to the eleven while they are reclining at the table.

He reproaches their unbelief and hardness of heart because they did not believe
those who had seen Him after He had risen.

Then, immediately after confronting them, He commissions them.
Truth

Kingdom maturity allows correction to restore us to participation rather than
push us into shame.

Deeper Insight
Jesus does not pretend their unbelief does not matter.

They were given testimony.
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They refused to receive it.

Their hearts had become resistant to the possibility that God had done what
Jesus promised.

So Jesus confronts them.

But correction is not rejection.

The same people Jesus corrects in verse 14 are sent into the world in verse 15.
That transition reveals the heart of Jesus.

He does not expose weakness to humiliate people.

He exposes what would prevent them from living fully within His purposes.
Jesus corrects their unbelief because they are about to become witnesses.

They must learn to receive testimony because soon they will ask the world to
receive theirs.

They must discover that resurrection is real before they can proclaim it with
authority.

Jesus does not wait for an entirely flawless group of people.
He meets frightened, grieving, resistant disciples.

He corrects them.

He restores them.

Then He entrusts them with the gospel.

Gold Nugget

Jesus does not correct you to remove you from His purpose. He corrects what-
ever would keep you from entering it.

8. Resurrection Turns Disciples Into Messengers

Mark 16:15-16
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Jesus tells them:

“Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”
The movement of the chapter changes.

The women came to the tomb.

The disciples gathered behind closed doors.

Now the followers of Jesus are told to go.

The resurrection cannot remain private information.

Truth

Kingdom maturity moves from receiving the good news to participating in its
announcement.

Deeper Insight

The gospel is not merely advice about how people can improve their lives.
It is an announcement.

Jesus is King.

Sin has been confronted.

Death has been defeated.

Forgiveness is available.

New creation has begun.

The crucified One is alive.

The disciples are not sent to promote themselves.

They are not sent to build their own kingdoms.

They are not sent to make people dependent upon their personalities.

They are sent to proclaim Jesus.
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This commission begins with people who recently ran away.

Peter denied Him.

The others scattered.

Thomas, according to John's account, would need to see the wounds.

None of them earned the right to carry the message through personal perfec-
tion.

They carry it because they encountered the risen Christ.
The gospel does not belong only inside familiar communities.
Jesus sends them into all the world.

The Kingdom is not the private possession of one culture, nation, tradition, class,
or personality.

What God has accomplished in Jesus is good news for creation.
Gold Nugget

The gospel is not news we were meant to admire from a distance. It is news we
have been entrusted to carry.

9. The Signs Point Beyond the Messengers

Mark 16:17-18

The longer ending of Mark describes signs accompanying those who believe.
Demons are driven out.

New languages are spoken.

Deadly opposition does not stop the mission.

The sick receive prayer and healing.

These signs reveal the continuing authority and compassion of Jesus.
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Truth

Kingdom maturity understands that signs serve the gospel rather than turning
the gospel into a servant of signs.

Deeper Insight
The signs are not presented as spiritual entertainment.
They accompany the movement of the gospel into the world.

They demonstrate that the authority of Jesus did not disappear when He as-
cended.

The same Kingdom revealed throughout Mark continues working through His
people.

Bondage is confronted.

Barriers of language are crossed.

The mission continues in the face of danger.
The sick are treated with compassion.

But these verses must not be turned into a demand that believers deliberately
expose themselves to poison, dangerous animals, or reckless situations in order
to prove their faith.

Throughout Scripture, trusting God is never the same as testing God.
The focus is not spectacle.

The focus is the faithfulness of Jesus as His people obey His commission.
Signs do not make the messenger important.

They point to the risen King.

They are not medals proving someone’s spiritual superiority.
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They are expressions of the Kingdom'’s confrontation with darkness, division,
danger, sickness, and death.

Gold Nugget

A sign has fulfilled its purpose when it directs attention away from the messen-
ger and toward Jesus.

10. The King Continues Working With His People
Mark 16:19-20

Jesus is received into heaven.

He sits at the right hand of God.

The disciples go out and preach everywhere.
And the Lord works with them.

The Gospel of Mark ends with movement.
Jesus is enthroned.

The disciples are sent.

The word is proclaimed.

The Lord continues working.

Truth

Kingdom maturity lives with the awareness that the risen and reigning Jesus is
still actively working with His people.

Deeper Insight
The ascension is not Jesus leaving His disciples behind.
It is the enthronement of the King.

The One who was rejected is vindicated.
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The One who was mocked is honored.

The One who appeared powerless before Pilate is revealed as Lord.

Jesus sits at the right hand of God.

But His work does not become distant.

Mark says:

“The Lord worked with them.”

This may be one of the most important statements in the chapter.

They go.

He works with them.

They speak.

He confirms His word.

They enter unfamiliar places.

His presence accompanies them.

They face resistance.

His Kingdom continues advancing.

The disciples are not asked to continue the mission of Jesus without Jesus.
They participate in the continuing work of the risen King.

This protects us from two opposite errors.

We are not passive observers waiting for God to do everything without us.

And we are not independent workers trying to accomplish God’s purposes
through our own strength.

We go because we have been sent.

We act because He is present.
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We speak because the gospel has been entrusted to us.
We depend upon Him because only Jesus can produce resurrection life.

Gold Nugget

The mission does not rest entirely upon us. The risen Lord works with those He
sends.



WHAT MARK16 Is REALLY DOING

Mark 16 is revealing the beginning created by resurrection.

The women move toward Jesus while carrying unanswered questions.
The stone is already rolled away.

The tomb is empty.

The crucified One has risen.

The disciples who failed are called by name.

Fear and astonishment meet an announcement too large to immediately under-
stand.

Witnesses speak before the disciples see for themselves.
Unbelief is confronted.

Calling is restored.

The gospel is entrusted to imperfect people.

The disciples are sent into all the world.

Jesus is enthroned at the right hand of God.

And the risen Lord continues working with His people.

Mark 16 reveals that resurrection is not merely something that happened after
the cross.
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It is the revelation of what the cross accomplished.
Death does not have the final word.

Failure does not have the final word.

Shame does not have the final word.

Fear does not have the final word.

The tomb does not have the final word.

Jesus does.

The chapter begins with women wondering who will move the stone.

It ends with disciples moving into the world.

That is what resurrection does.

It turns mourners into witnesses.

It turns scattered disciples into a sent people.

It turns apparent endings into unexpected beginnings.

It turns the place of death into evidence that the King is alive.

25



IMMATURE LIFE

Lives as though visible circumstances tell the whole story
Assumes present obstacles will determine future possibilities
Stops moving when every question cannot be answered
Returns continually to places where hope was buried

Allows failure to become permanent identity

Believes shame has canceled calling

Rejects testimony because it challenges present expectations
Treats honest correction as rejection

Receives the gospel without carrying it

Uses spiritual signs to elevate personalities

Confuses faith with recklessness

Attempts Kingdom work through personal strength

Lives as though Jesus has left us to finish the mission alone

Treats resurrection primarily as a past event



MATURE LIFE

Continues moving toward Jesus amid unanswered questions
Recognizes that God may already be working beyond what is visible
Lives from resurrection rather than the expectation of death
Receives grace that restores failed people

Allows revelation to enlarge what seems possible

Listens carefully to the testimony of others

Receives correction without surrendering to shame

Carries the gospel with humility and courage

Recognizes that the good news is for all people

Allows signs to point toward Jesus

Refuses to turn faith into spiritual performance

Participates in the mission without trying to control it
Depends upon the presence and power of the risen Christ
Lives knowing that Jesus is enthroned and actively working

Treats every apparent ending as a place where God may begin something new



DEep ACTIVATION

What stone am | worrying about before | have arrived at the place of obedience?

Where might | be allowing old information to define what | believe God can do
next?

Am | still searching for life in a place where God has already announced resur-
rection?

What disappointment, failure, or loss have | treated as the final word?

Do | believe Jesus still calls me by name after | have failed Him?

Where has shame convinced me to remain hidden rather than meet Jesus again?
Whose testimony have | dismissed because it did not fit my expectations?

How do | normally respond when Jesus confronts unbelief or hardness within
me?

Have | received the gospel as private comfort or as good news | have been
entrusted to carry?

Who is part of the “all the world” immediately around me?
Do my words and actions direct attention toward Jesus or toward me?

Where am | attempting to accomplish Kingdom work without depending upon
the risen Lord?

What would change this week if | truly believed Jesus was working with me?
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Where have | mistaken an ending for a tomb when God may be preparing a
beginning?

What does living from resurrection look like in my present circumstances?



DECLARATION

Jesus Christ is risen.

The tomb is empty.

Death does not have the final word.

Fear does not have the final word.

Failure does not have the final word.

Shame does not have the final word.

Jesus does.

| will continue moving toward Him even when | do not understand.
| will not allow present obstacles to define what God can do.
| will not search for the living among the dead.

| receive the grace that calls failed people by name.

| receive correction without surrendering to shame.

| will listen for the testimony of resurrection.

| will carry the good news entrusted to me.

| will not use the Kingdom to elevate myself.

| will allow my life to point toward Jesus.
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| have been sent, but | have not been sent alone.
The risen Lord works with His people.

The King is alive.

The King is reigning.

The King is present.

| will live from the reality of His resurrection.

31



FINAL THOUGHT

Mark began with an announcement:
“The Kingdom of God is at hand.”
Jesus entered Galilee proclaiming that the time had been fulfilled.

Throughout the Gospel, we watched that Kingdom confront everything that held
humanity captive.

Sin was forgiven.

Bodies were healed.

Demons were driven out.

Outcasts were welcomed.

Storms were silenced.

The hungry were fed.

Religious performance was exposed.
The forgotten were seen.

The proud were confronted.

The broken were restored.

The disciples were invited to follow.
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Again and again, Jesus revealed what life looks like when God'’s reign becomes
present among us.

Then the King was rejected.

The disciples scattered.

Jesus was crucified.

His body was placed inside a tomb.

A stone was rolled across the entrance.

From every visible measurement, the movement was over.
But what they could see was real.

It simply was not the whole story.

Early on the first day of the week, the women approached the tomb asking:
“Who will roll away the stone?”

When they looked up, the stone had already been moved.
That may be the final invitation of Mark.

Look up.

Look beyond what yesterday taught you to expect.

Look beyond the stone.

Look beyond the failure.

Look beyond the grief.

Look beyond the place where you assumed the story ended.
Jesus is not in the tomb.

He is alive.

He is ahead of His disciples.
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He is restoring those who failed.

He is sending ordinary people into the world.

He is reigning at the right hand of God.

And He is still working with those who follow Him.

The Gospel of Mark does not end by inviting us to admire the empty tomb.
It invites us to leave it.

The women must go and tell.

The disciples must go and proclaim.

The message must move beyond the place where it was first discovered.

Resurrection becomes visible in the world when people who expected death
begin living from the reality of life.

Perhaps we entered Mark asking what the Kingdom of God looks like.
Now we know.

It looks like forgiveness.
Freedom.

Healing.

Provision.

Surrender.

Love.

Faithfulness.

Victory.

And finally, resurrection.

Not the denial of suffering.
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Not the avoidance of the cross.
Not pretending the tomb never existed.
Resurrection.

The declaration that none of those things possess the authority to write the final
sentence.

The stone has been moved.

The tomb is empty.

The King is alive.

And now He says:

Go.

Tell them.

Live as though resurrection is true.

Because it is.



