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Intro

The	cross	wasn’t	a	fix,	it	was	a	fulfillment.	In	this	first	teaching,	we	explore	how	Jesus

didn’t	just	make	a	way	back	to	God,	He	became	the	way.	Atonement	isn’t	about	sin

management.	It’s	about	access,	adoption,	and	confidence.	When	Jesus	said	“It	is

finished,”	He	wasn’t	talking	about	escape,	He	was	declaring	entrance.	Sons	don’t	strive

to	be	accepted,	they	live	from	it.	The	work	is	finished.	The	way	is	open.

My	Intention	and	Assumptions

I	hope	that	your	relationship	with	God,	Jesus,	and	the	Holy	Spirit	is	strengthened	through

this	teaching.	My	assumption	is	that	you	have	read	or	are	reading	all	66	books	of	the

Bible	for	context.	This	is	meant	to	be	‘salt’	and	make	you	thirsty.	You're	welcome.

About	the	Author

John	Himmelberger	is	a	teacher,	pastor,	and	lifelong	learner.	With	decades	of	experience

walking	with	Jesus	and	leading	others	into	transformational	truth,	John	brings	a

grounded	yet	radical	perspective	rooted	in	Scripture,	personal	growth,	and	kingdom

living.

https://johnhimmelberger.com			|			johnhimmelberger@gmail.com
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Intro: 

Atonement is not about guilt—it’s about access. The cross wasn’t a last resort; it was the perfect 
plan. Jesus didn’t come to patch things up between us and God. He came to be the way back. 
What religion tried to maintain, Jesus fulfilled and finished. 

The invitation of the cross isn’t just forgiveness—it’s family. And if we’re going to walk in our 
calling as sons and daughters, we need to start where Jesus finished. 

 

1. The Shadow Was Never the Goal 

Scripture: Hebrews 10:1–4 (AMP) 
The law was only a shadow—a placeholder pointing to the real thing. The blood of bulls and 
goats could cover sin for a moment, but it could never cleanse. It reminded people they were 
broken, but it couldn’t make them whole. 

Truth Bomb: 
The Old Covenant covered sin. Jesus canceled it. 

You weren’t created to live in cycles of guilt, trying to stay clean through works. The cross broke 
that cycle forever. If your faith still feels like striving, it may be rooted in shadow, not substance. 

 

2. The Sacrifice That Sat Down 

Scripture: Hebrews 10:12 

Jesus didn’t just offer a better sacrifice—He was the final one. And when He finished, He sat 
down. That posture matters. In the old system, the priest never sat down because the work was 
never done. But Jesus sat because the work was finished. 

Gold Nugget: 
He sat down so you could stand up—in righteousness, in boldness, in peace. 

You don’t need to add anything to what Jesus did. You’re not co-redeemer. You’re the recipient 
of redemption. 
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3. From Condemnation to Confidence 

Scripture: Hebrews 4:16 (AMP) 
You don’t crawl into the throne room—you enter boldly. Not because of your record, but 
because of His blood. This is the throne of grace, not performance. Mercy meets you there. 
Grace moves you forward from there. 

Truth Bomb: 
Grace isn’t a pass—it’s permission to come close. 

God didn’t just open the door—He tore down the wall. Sons walk in like they belong. Because 
they do. 

 

4. Cleansed Conscience, Not Just Forgiven Sin 

Scripture: Hebrews 9:13–14 (AMP) 
The blood of Jesus does more than wash the record—it cleanses the conscience. That shame 
you’ve been carrying? That guilt whispering you're still not enough? His blood goes deeper than 
behavior. It goes straight to the heart. 

Gold Nugget: 
Dead works are anything you do to earn what Jesus already gave. 

You don’t serve God to get clean—you serve God because you are clean. 

 

5. Adoption Over Obligation 

Scripture: Galatians 4:5–7 (AMP) 
You were redeemed to be adopted. God didn’t just forgive your sins—He gave you a seat at the 
table. You don’t walk into the Kingdom like a slave begging for crumbs. You come in as a child, 
crying “Abba, Father.” 

Truth Bomb: 
You’re not working for His approval—you’re living from it. 

Sons don’t strive for a place in the house. They inherit it. 
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6. Perfected in Process 

Scripture: Hebrews 10:14 (AMP) 
By one offering, you’ve been perfected forever—even as you're still being sanctified. That 
means you’re both complete and becoming. Sanctification isn’t about earning—it’s about 
unfolding. 

Gold Nugget: 
Sanctification is the process of becoming outwardly what you already are inwardly—whole, 
holy, and His. 

 

Bonus Declarations: 

• 2 Corinthians 5:21 — You became righteousness. That’s not just your condition—it’s 
your identity. 

• Romans 8:1 — There is no condemnation. Not now. Not ever. 

• John 19:30 — It is finished. So stop acting like it’s not. 

 

Closing Charge: 

Jesus didn’t leave you a to-do list. He gave you a finished work. You are not partially redeemed, 
tentatively accepted, or conditionally forgiven. You are fully cleansed, fully adopted, fully 
equipped. 

So walk like it’s done. Pray like you belong. Live like sons, not slaves. 

 

Prayer Declaration: 

Father, I thank You for the finished work of Jesus. I refuse to strive for what’s already mine. I 
receive the cleansing of my conscience, the boldness of access, and the identity of a son. Let 
every dead work fall away, and let confidence rise up in me. I belong in Your house—not 
because I earned it, but because Jesus paid for it. It is finished—and I will walk in that truth. 

 


